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Finance Data - Stata

Importing Data

In this manual:

This manual helps you with importing data into Stata. Datasets for statistical analysis
can be very big and it is easy to lose an overview. A proper layout for your data is

therefore crucial.

Getting Started: Importing Data

Stata has the ability to import various kinds of data formats. Most commonly used is
an Excel spreadsheet file (.xIsx) or a Stata Data file (.dta). Stata Data files can be
opened directly with the open command (Ctrl + O) and Excel Spreadsheet file can
be opened with the import command. You find these commands in the file drop
down menu in the top bar. This will open the import menu. By clicking on browse you

can search for your file on your computer.

Once you have selected a file, you also have to select your worksheet and cell

range. Stata will give you a short preview of your data set.
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= Import Excel @
Excel file:
C:\Windows Temp\example. xlsx
Worksheet: Cell range:
|WRDS AL:K13 - ALK19 [1as]
| tmport first row as variable names Variable case:
[ | tmport &ll data as strings Preserve
Preview: (showing rows 1-19 of 19)
A B C D -
1 |Global Company Key Data Date Data Vear - Fiscal Industry Format Level|E
211690 20100930 2010 INDL C
311680 20110930 2011 INDL C
411690 20120930 2012 INDL C
511690 20130930 2013 INDL C
[0 e s Tl WA ANOIA WA ThIM I 2
'l 1 3
[ oK ] [ Cancel

Figure 1: Stata Import Window

If your dataset is set up that the first row are the variable names, make sure to select
Import first row as variable names. This will shift the dataset upwards and replace the
variable names with the ones in the dataset. Click on 'Ok’ to finish the importing

process.

Your data is now imported into Stata. On the right-hand side you can see your
variables. To see if it works we request a summary for one of the variables by

entering:

sum CurrentAssetsOtherTotal
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sum CurrentAssets0therTotal

Variable Cbs= Mean Std. Dew. Min Ma=x

Currenthss~1 | 15 45659.056 J604.264 0 15085

Figure 2: Summarize a variable

Adjusting variable name

Before importing data into Stata, you should make sure that every row/column is
named properly. It is easier to make these changes when formatting the dataset. If
you would still like to change a name of a variable, it is also possible to do that in

Stata.

In the top menu select Data/Data Editor/Data Editor (edit). This will open up the data
editor, where you can adjust the data you are working with. In the top menu of the

data editor, select Data/Variables Manager.

=] variables Manager == =]
Filter variables here

Drag a column header here to group by that column. gl e = onaT v
# Name |Label Type Format Value label Motes fime:

GlobalCompanyKey

GlobalCompan... Global Company Key long %10.0g

DataDate Data Date leng %10.0g Label:

DataYearFiscal |Data Year - Fiscal int %10.0g Global Company Key

IndustryFormat  (Industry Format strd 9als Type:

LevelofConsoli... |Level of Consolidation - Co... strl 90s lang M

PopulationSour...|Population Socurce strl %0s Eamels

DataFormat Data Format str3 %8s %10.0g

; ; o

TickerSymbol | Ticker Symbol strs s Value label:

I50CurrencyCo... IS0 Currency Code str3 s -

CurrentAssetsQ...| Current Assets - Other - Total deuble %10.0g Note

otes:
ActivelnactiveS... |Active/Inactive Status Marker strl Geds
Reset Apply
] b

Ready Vars: 11 MUM

Figure 3: Variable Manager
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